
18 • February 2020 www.realproducersmag.com • 19

T I M  &  P E G G Y

By Faerl Torres  •  Photos by Teresa Ramirez, Real Eye State

broker spotlight

Tim and Peggy Wheeler of Realty One, met at the 
gym and spent their first date doing what they 
both love best—running. Five years later, they 
were married, running together but working very 
independently. 

Tim was an engineer at Sandia National Laborato-
ry and Peggy was working in a dental office. When 
Peggy decided she was ready for a career change, 
something where she could develop professional rela-
tionships beyond the dentist chair, she took evening 
classes and got her real estate license. In 2006, she 
left her day job, pouring herself completely into her 
growing real estate business. 

As her business grew and she needed help, Tim 
stepped in to support his wife. One of his first tasks 
was to accompany Peggy to the national real estate 
conference and attend different sessions; doubling the 
number of workshops and panels Peggy could glean 
from with his meticulous notes. When a broker suggest-
ed Tim get his license, he followed Peggy’s lead, taking 
evening classes and becoming a REALTOR® to help with 

her overflow—mostly paperwork and a few open houses—prom-
ising he’d retire from Sandia when the time was right and go in 
with her full-time. 

For the last two years, the Wheelers have been working together 
side-by-side, sharing everything from their work to their meals 
to the trails they still love. Like finding your stride during a run, 
Peggy and Tim have found their balance with work and home, 
recognizing and honoring their individual strengths and using 
that to make their team more productive. 

“We both bring different strengths to the table for clients,” Peggy said. 
During our interview, the Wheelers were constantly interjecting and 
emphasizing the point of the other. They talk like they work, as a unit, 
part of the huge advantage of working in tandem. “It’s basically like 
being able to be two places at once,” Peggy said. “Divide and conquer.” 
But working in-sync wasn’t a skill they honed overnight. 

In the beginning of their joint effort, there was an adjustment pe-
riod. While Peggy is the stronger REALTOR®, Tim is the stronger 
team player. “For 37 years [at Sandia] I worked…on team projects 
and…was used to interacting with people. For 13 years she’d worked 
really hard…all by herself,” Tim said. 

When asked how they maintain a healthy 
work-marriage balance, they answered 
simultaneously. “God is the first thing,” 
they said, emphasizing their faith and the 
importance of having focused time with 
their whole family for meals and exercise. 
The phones are put away and everyone 
comes together at the table or the gym; 
everyone including grandkids. “Then the 
kids leave, and we go back to work!” Peggy 
laughed. 

In many ways, 34 years after they first met, 
the Wheelers are still on that first date— 
running together.
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